
Midterm One KEY
Name: Linguistics 201

For the multiple choice questions, there is only one right answer,

which you should circle.

1

wIÙ 2v D@ fAlowiN sEts hæv Al D@ fownijmz In ijNglIS wIÙ Aô
[

+anterior
-continuant

]

?

(a) [t, P, k, T, p, s, v, S] (e) [s, w, l, n, f, S, b, d, Ù]

(b) [p, b, t, d, n, m] (f) [t, d, g, n, b, k]

(c) [p, b, k, N, n, d, t, g, m] (g) [t, l, s, S, z, Z, ô]

(d) [T, D, w, S, z]

Answer: b

2

An D@ bæk 2v DIs pheIÃ Sow haU ijÙ 2v D@ fAlowijN w1ôdz Aô sIlæbIfaId. juwz
D@ ‘‘tôij’’ nowtheIS2n thuw IndIkeIt haU ijÙ Iz dIvaId@d Inthuw AnsEts, nuwklijaI

Pænd khowd@z.
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O

k w

N

I

C

k

σ

O

s

N

A

σ

O

t

N

I

C

k

(b) [EgzAtIk]: σ

N

E

C

g

σ

O

z

N

A

σ

O

t

N

I

C

k



lijNgwIstIks 201 § mIdt1ôm w2n

(c) [wijNn2ts]: σ
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saUndz Dæt InvAlv D@ bleId owô D@ thIp 2v D@ t2N Aô ?

(a) [+nasal] (c) [+sonorant]

(b) [+coronal] (d) [-continuant]

Answer: b

4

If @ khowd@ In ijNglIS kh2nsIsts 2v thuw fownz, DEn D2 sEk2nd kænAt bij:

(a) [+coronal, -voice] (c) [+anterior, -voice]

(b) [+voiced] (d) [+sonorant, +nasal]

Answer: ERROR!

5

For each of the phones below, indicate whether they are phonemes in English

by circling “yes” if they are and “no” if they’re not. If you circle “yes,” write on

the line that follows a minimal pair that shows this.

2
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[l] and [ô] yes!: [lijf] vs. [ôijf]

[p] and [ph] no!

[æ] and [uw] yes!: [ôæd] vs. [ôuwd]

6
D@ nuwklij2s 2v @ sIl@b@l Iz juwZ@lij:

(a) [-continuant, +voice] (c) [+sonorant, +nasal]

(b) [+voiced, +coronal] (d) [+vocalic, -consonantal]

Answer: d

7
wIÙ Iz æn ImphAsIbl

"
w1ôd In ijNglIS?

(a) [spowgnIts] (c) [blijk2N]

(b) [daUgIgij] (d) [sbôIm]

Answer: d

3



lijNgwIstIks 201 § mIdt1ôm w2n

8
waI Iz D@ w1ôd juw Ùowz In kwEsÙ2n sEvIn æn ImphAsIbl

"
w1ôd?

(a) [vaIowleIts fownowtæktIk k2nstôeInts An AnsEts]

(b) [hæz @ nAnijNglIS fown]

(c) [vaIowleIts fownowtæktIk k2nstôeInts An kowd@z]

(d) [vaIowleIts D2 æspIôeIS2n ôuwl]

Answer: a

9

Consider the phonetic transcriptions of the following Martian words, along with

their translations.

[zidmap] ‘far’ [zud] ‘down’ [basim] ‘up’ [detbek] ‘blue’

[doGat] ‘rock’ [esudtek] ‘bad’ [sud] ‘out’ [tezu] ‘light’

[desuk] ‘fast’ [zitmab] ‘flat’ [tesuk] ‘under’ [sitmab] ‘green’

[bizu] ‘plant’ [dazuk] ‘square’ [sumkit] ‘animal’

[akzu] ‘heat’ [azidboG] ‘wet’ [idsu] ‘water’

Either the
[

+coronal
+continuant

]

(= [z] and [s]) sounds are allophones of the
[

+coronal
-continuant

]

(=

[d] and [t]) sounds, or the
[

+coronal
-continuant

]

(= [d] and [t]) sounds are allophones of

the
[

+coronal
+continuant

]

(= [z] and [s]) sounds in this language. Write the phonological

rule, in terms of phonological features, that describes the distribution of these

sounds.

Answer: [+coronal] → [+continuant] /
[

+hi
+vocalic

]

, or in words:

[d] becomes [z] and [t] becomes [s] when a high vowel (i.e.: [i] or [u]) follows.
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