Practice Final KEY

Linguistics 201

1

Give parses for the following sentences. Two of these sentences are ambigous. They
have two parses each, that yield different meanings. For these two sentences, provide

both parses and indicate what their meanings are.

(1) a. The child’s pet should have eaten a larger insect.
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b. Every cat ran and barfed in the kitchen.
i. Every cat ran and it barfed in the kitchen.
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ii. Every cat ran in the kitchen and barfed in the kitchen.
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c. These tricky problems and solutions bothered the TAs.
i. These tricky problems and the solutions bothered the TAs.
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Let me teach you a new suffix in English: [bowi]. Here’s an example of it: “[do laud-
bowz fel oslijp].” A [lavdbowi] is someone who is loud. Here are some more examples:
[eengrijbowi], [saftbowi], [kwartbowi], [aglijbow1], [anhaepijbowi1] and [naisbowi]. Give me
the rule for this suffix; tell me what category (part of speech) it belongs to. Give the
representation for the word [anheepijbowi] using tree notation.

Answer:

[bowi] attaches to adjectives. Because the words it makes are nouns, we can tell from the
Righthand Head Rule that [bowi] is a noun. The parse for [anheepijbowi], is:
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Transcribe and syllabify the following words.

(2) a. devilry: o o o

TITITT
d ¢ v 1 1
b. productivity:

c. encrusted: o o
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Consider the following words.

gixo  ‘bar’ kexud ‘space’ yafkaft  ‘water’
yug  ‘glass’ xubik  ‘wood’ gasixa  ‘air’
geski ‘turkeys’ gebuk ‘metal’ u/nig ‘dirt’
buxu ‘white’ gxkeg ‘round’ kaeyab  ‘cool’
Compare the [%%Irl%or?{?rtﬁl} sounds and the [Té)c?r%?&laigﬁl} sounds and tell me whether
+bac +bac

they are allophonically related, or constitute different phonemes. If allophones, express
the environment in which the conversion takes place in terms of features.

Answer:
+consonantal +consonantal

The [ -continuant } sounds are: [k] and [g]; the [ +continuant } sounds are [x| and [y]. They
+back +back

are allophones, and the rule is:

+consonantal .
[ -continuant ] —— [+continuant] / [ﬁ‘:ﬁggﬂc}
+back

5

Which of the following could be words of English? For each one that is impossible,
tell me which phonological constraint(s) prevents it.

(3)

[spowig]:  possible word
[osdap]:  possible word
[spis[]:  violates the constraint against two [+strident] sounds in a coda.
[stzalk]:  possible word
[leeygisd]:  violates constraint against [-voice] [+voice] in a coda.
[pPuwaiijzt]:  violates constraint against [+voice] [-voice] in a coda.
[mijnd]:  possible word

o violates constraint on three-phone onset, which
[sbleiki] requires the second sound to be a voiceless stop

0 ® =~ 0 & n T p
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Give a sentence that illustrates the Coordinate Structure Constraint.
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2

Parse the following words into their constituent morphemes, and give the category that

each suffix belongs to.

(4) retieableness N

(5) unlikelihood N

(6) rerouted \Y%

8

Each of the following are impossible words in English. Tell me what goes wrong with

each of them.

violates the requirement that re attach to a verb. It is
(1) rehappiness: attaching either to an adjective (happy) or a noun (hap-
piness) in this example.

The ed suffix is an inflectional suffix, and ness is a
derivational suffix. Derivational suffixes cannot be at-
tached to words that have an inflectional suffix in
them, and that is what has happened here.

(2) reroutedness:
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9

Which of the following pairs of sounds are phonemes in English and which allophones.
For each phoneme, give me a minimal pair that illustrates their phonemic status.

(1) [0] and [7] phonemes, minimal pairs: [fiy] vs. [ziy]

(2) [9] and [b] phonemes, minimal pairs: [den] vs. [ben]
(3) [1] and [l allophones

(4) [k] and [[] phonemes, minimal pairs: [[at] vs. [kat]

(5) [p] and [p"] allophones

6) [f]and [d] phonemes, minimal pairs: [beeds] vs. [baetf]
(7) [uw] and [e] phonemes, minimal pairs: [suwt] vs. [seet]
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The following are some sentences from Elvish.

(1) a. Blaeg sturt.
Elves stink
‘Elves stink.”

b. Blaeg til fowrkin siter lin flanker.
Elves in dining-halls hands the eat
‘Elves eat the hands in dining-halls’

c. Blaeg zum up Rundag til peed flanker.
Elves some on Sundays in bed eat
‘Some elves eat in bed on Sundays.’

d. Blaek lin mit staker up Rundag til peed flankter.
Elf the with cats on Sundays in bed ate
‘The elf ate in bed on Sundays with cats.’

e. Blaek zan lin up Mandag siter zum flankter
Elf lazy the on Saturday hands some ate
‘The lazy elf ate some hands on Saturday.’

f. Blaek zan umber lin up Mandag til peed siter sun bling zum
Elf lazy ugly the on Saturday in bed hands red greasy some

trastty.
butchered
‘The ugly lazy elf butchered some greasy red hands in bed on Saturday.’

Complete the following rules for Elvish in such a way that they allow one to parse all of
the sentences above.

(2) S — NP VP
NP — N (Det)
N —-NA
N — N

VP — (NP) V
VP — PP VP
PP — P NP

QR ~0 & n T p



