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Nov 7

Group work task (from Monday)

Instructions As a group, select one of the forms of ellipsis exemplified in section 4 of the
handout ‘Introduction to VP ellipsis’ and try to answer the following questions about it (with
supporting data). Make sure the data and some of the explanation make it onto this sheet.
Turn in one copy of this sheet at the end of class, with all your names at the top. (This not
for grading; I just want to process the data and discuss it next time.)

Questions

i. Does this form of ellipsis permit free intersentential anaphora?

ii. Is this form of ellipsis surface anaphoric, or can its antecedent be nonlinguistic?

1 Null complement anaphora
In NCA, a full sentence goes missing. No auxiliary, negation, or infinitival-to marks the ellipsis site.

(1) A: The movie was awful. I didn’t like the music, the acting was poor, and there wasn’t even
any nudity.

B: I agree.

Verdict: “It’s unclear what B is agreeing with and the message is even more strange when we
ask whether B agreed that A didn’t like the music. So this example doesn’t permit long-distance
anaphora.”

(2) [Context: Someone looking at the stars] I’m amazed

Verdict: “The antecedent can be nonlinguistic.”

2 Proform ellipsis
(3) Verdict: Intersentential anaphora is possible.

a. Ed ran the race. It was for charity. It was really long and uphill. Ali is tough: she did it
too.

b. Ed ran the race, climbed the watch tower, ate a burger, and failed his driving test, all in
one afternoon. Ali did it/that too.

(4) Verdict: Surface anaphoric — it doesn’t work without a linguistically expressed antecedent.1

1Note from CP: I am confident that we can find cases in which the antecedent is merely inferred from the context, rather
than being said aloud. Such cases will/would challenge the verdict that proform ellipsis is surface anaphoric.



3 Sluicing
The pattern for sluicing:

antecedent︷ ︸︸ ︷
Sam met someone︸ ︷︷ ︸

correlate

and I know who︸︷︷︸
required Q phrase

missing sentence︷︸︸︷
/0

(5) Verdict: “Sluicing seems to require the antecedent to be relatively close to the elliptical phrase.
There is room for extended description, but it works best if the antecedent and the elided phrase
are in the same sentence.”

(6) “Most examples of sluicing are surface anaphoric. However, there are a few circumstances in
which we feel that the connection can be made to nonlinguistic stuff.”

a. [Context: We try to lock Ed out of class, but he still manages to get in]
“How?”

b. [Context: Person gets into a cab.]
Cab driver: Where to?

c. [Context: Person pouring a class of milk for someone else]
“Just say when.”

4 Gapping
In gapping, just a verb goes missing. The object stays put. No auxiliary marks the ellipsis site.2

(7) Verdict: Gapping does not permit intersentential anaphora.

Anna wore a fur coat. It was a vintage leopard-skin from the ’20s. It had belonged to her
grandmother. She felt kind of guilty about it, but she figured it had been dead long before she
was born. And it was very comfy. John a windbreaker.← “this is gibberish”

(8) Verdict: “Gapping is decidedly surface anaphoric — without a linguistic antecedent, it makes
no sense.”

[Context: Gloucester drops a pencil]

Gloucester: #“Richard a pen!”
Gloucester: #“Oh, yes and Edward an eraser.”

Richard: #“You a notebook, Anne.”

2When an aux is present, it’s ‘pseudo-gapping’: Sam will bake a cake, and John might a pie.
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