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1 QandA

The arrows match the questions with their (potentiallyicfedus answers.

(2) Who did Bart tease?

a. BART teased Lisa.
(2) Who teased LisaZ b. Bart TEASED Lisa.
c. Bartteased LISA.

3) What did Bart do to LisaZ

Hypothesis Discourse-new material can be focussed. Discourse-oldmabtannot be focussed.

2 Alternatives

» The regular semantic value of the naBart is the actual creature Bart Simpson.

» The focus semantic value @&art which is trigged by the focus accent in pronunciation (and
capitals or italics or something in print), is the set ofaternativego Bart.

4) Bart means %

(5) The meaning oBART is (in a context in which the Simpsons kids form a salient set)
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3 Focus composition

(6) Bart WON

Focus semantics

a. Regular value: True if and only if Bart is a member of theadetinners

( {x|xwon}

% {x|x jumped}
b. Focus value: +

{x|xlost}

(7 BART won:

( 3\
% won,

= % jumped

% lost

a. Regular value: True if and only if Bart is a member of theadetinners

b. Focus valug % >+ {X| xwon} =

4 Questions

( Eg \
won
;;E won

0%y
g;:‘
© won )

\

Questions don’t have truth values or truth conditions. Witiegn, do questions mean?

4.1 Meanings

(8) Hypothesis A guestion’s meaning is the set of all possible answers to it.

4.2 Polar (yes—no) questions
(9) Did Lisa win?

a. (Yes,) Sue won.
b. (No,) Sue did not win.

(10) Did Lisa win means{ Lisa won Lisa didn’t win}
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4.3 Constituent (Wh-) questions
(11) Whowon?

Bart won.

Lisa won.

Maggie won.

Bart and Lisa won.

.
8%
% won, {ig won, °e:' won
(12) Who won?means % %;;g
won and won
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5 Felicity of question—answers pairs

(13) Hypothesis If Qis a question ané an answer, theA is a felicitous answer tQ only if the
meaning ofQ is identical to the focus value &

6 Focus and conversational implicature: A detailed look

(24) A: Did Lisa pass?
B: Well, BART passed.

Observation B did not really answer As question. Thus, B violated — p@h#outed — at least
one pragmatic maxims. We can expect this to give rise to asatienal implicatures.

Alternative set for Bart (the meaning of BART)

ERERT.

The meaning of B’s answer
regular value focus value

% passed { {Eg % % }
passed passed passed
3
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Scenario 1

* B knows everything

* A knows that B knows everything.

» Both A and B are cooperative speakers.

» There is no mutually understood ranking of the salientiiallials according to their likelihood
of passing.

regular value focus value conversational implicature
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% passed Y;% iﬁég did not pas;
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% passed |
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Scenario 2

* B knows everything
* A knows that B knows everything.
» Both A and B are cooperative speakers.

» The salient individuals are ranked according to theiiil@d of passing: Lisa is the most likely,
then Bart, then Homer.

regular value focus value conversational implicature
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