
 
 Department of Resource Economics 
 University of Massachusetts 
 
 
Res Ec 211: Introductory Statistics, Spring 2008, MWF 9:05, Thompson 104 

Instructor:  Bernard J. Morzuch (Bernie Morzuch) 

Office:  213 Stockbridge Hall, Telephone: 545-5718 
 e-mail: morzuch@resecon.umass.edu 

Office Hours:  The best way to see me is to e-mail me for an appointment. 

Web Site: 
The following URL lets you gain access to pertinent material for the course.  You may want to bookmark this 
address:  http://courses.umass.edu/rese211b/.  Click to see the Syllabus, OWL Component, Reading List, 
Handouts, Homeworks, Homework Solutions, and OWL Student Login. Today, I have given you a copy of the 
first three items. 

Teaching Assistants and Office Hours: 
Either Ria Galiano or Dan Peterson will be your TA.  TA office hours will be held in Stockbridge 210.  Office 
hours are from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Two TAs will be present 
during each hour.  One will be Ria or Dan.  The other will be a TA from the department’s other statistics course 
(Res Ec 212).  All are trained to provide you with assistance. 

Required Text: 
Elementary Statistics by Neil A. Weiss, Addison-Wesley Publishing Company: 2005 (Sixth Edition). This text 
has 14 chapters.  We will cover Chapters 1-3, 5-10, and 13.  (Used price is $60.00.  There is no new price.  We 
are using an old edition.)  It is available at the Textbook Annex. 

 
Radio Frequency Personal Response System (RFPRS) Transmitter: 
 This is required for use during lectures and is available at all Textbook Annex checkouts.  You will not find it in 

the same location where you purchase the textbook.  New price is $49.  Used price is $36.75.  There is no reason 
not to buy a used transmitter.  Both new and used transmitters come with fresh batteries.  The Textbook Annex 
will buy the transmitter back at the end of the semester.  I can’t give you a price, but it is usually about half the 
purchase price. 

Helpful Material: 
Course Reader Material by Bernard J. Morzuch.  This is 147 pages of Bernie’s class notes.  The cost is $13.00. 
It is available at the Textbook Annex. 

Suggested Text: 
Student’s Solutions Manual for Elementary Statistics (Sixth Edition) by David Lund.  Addison-Wesley 
Publishing Company: 2005.  This text presents detailed solutions to all odd-numbered exercises in Elementary 
Statistics.  (New price is $26.75.  Used price is $20.25.)  It is available at the Textbook Annex. 

Prerequisites:  Knowledge of high school algebra. 

Objectives: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the methodology used in organizing data in a meaningful 
manner and to provide the appropriate tools for making reasonable generalizations  (or inferences) based upon 
these data. 

Evening Examinations: 
There will be three two-hour examinations in addition to the final.  These three exams are scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 27; Wednesday, April 2; and Wednesday, April 30.  Each exam is scheduled from 
7:00-9:00 p.m.  All three evening exams count in the calculation of your final grade. Your lowest exam score 
will count 10% toward your final grade.  Each of the other two exams is worth 20% of your final grade.  Class 
will be held as usual on the Wednesday that the evening exam is scheduled.  Class will be held as usual on the 
Friday following the exam. 

    (over) 
 



Final Examination: 
A final exam will be scheduled during finals week.  All must take the final.  The final is worth 30% of your final 
grade and will concentrate on material covered in the last six weeks of the course. 
 

Exam Policy: 
Come to each exam with a minimum of belongings.  Bring a hand calculator.  You cannot use a cell phone as a 
calculator.  I want all cell phones out of sight during each exam. 

 
OWL-Based Requirements: 

You will have 35 prelecture assignments during the semester.  Completing these counts for 5% toward your final 
grade.  In addition, you will take four quizzes during the semester.  These count 10% toward your final grade.  
Read the attachment titled “OWL and PRS Components to Res Ec 211” for details. 

 
PRS Activities: 

Each transmitter has a unique ID.  You will earn a PRS score based on correct responses to questions during each 
lecture.  You must bring your transmitter to each lecture to earn points!  PRS activities count for 5% of your final 
grade.  Read the attachment titled "OWL and PRS Components to Res Ec 211" for details. 

Make-Up Examinations: 
I try to avoid make-up exams.  If you have a problem or a situation that relates to exams, please e-mail me 
immediately. 

Non-OWL Homeworks: 
Twelve problem sets, which I call “homeworks,” will be assigned throughout the semester.  Each can be down-
loaded periodically from my website.  However, they will not be collected by me nor graded.  They are good 
warm-ups for the exam.  After completing each homework, you can download the solution that is available in the 
Homework Solutions section of the website.   

Cheating Policy: 
The University has a very strict policy on academic dishonesty, which you should know.  If you are ever 
suspected of cheating, you risk earning an F for the course.  You also risk being suspended from the University. 

Problems with Homeworks or Exams: 
See the teaching assistant for help with material and homework.  Your TA is a resource!  Schedule appointments 
if you need help.  If you think you have special problems relating to taking exams, e-mail me immediately. 

Class Attendance: 
You are expected to be here.  The way to avoid any conceivable misunderstanding associated with this course is 
by attending class.  I will call on you during class.  If you are not present when I call on you, this reflects 
negatively on you. 

Discussion Sections: 
The purpose of the discussion is to solve problems beyond those assigned as homework and to answer any 
questions you may have about material covered in previous lectures.  New material will not be covered in the 
discussion.  Under no circumstances are you ever permitted to disregard attending a discussion and bother the 
teaching assistant or me at your convenience. 

Summary of Grading Scheme: 
  Lowest exam     10% 

Remaining two exams (each worth 20%)     40% 
Final exam      30% 
OWL prelecture assignments    5% 
OWL quizzes      10% 

             PRS activities                  5% 
Total  100% 

Final Grade: 

 The following shows the minimum cutoff point for the letter grade specified.  These numbers are based on the 
percentage of total points available, which is 100:  A=93; A- = 90; B+=85; B=80; C+=75; C=70; D+=65; D=57.  
Anything below 57 is an F. 
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